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2007 ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM 
 

Saturday September 29, 2007 at 4:00 p.m., Union Grove Baptist Church, Chesterfield, VA. 
 

Presentations: Brittany Goodwyn, 2007 Scholarship Award, Judy Warren, 
Community Service Award, and Magnolia Patron, Education Service Award. 

 

Program Participants: The Flames of Union Grove, and the Drama Ministry of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Richmond, VA. 

 
 

MARTHA AND THOMAS HILL RECEIVE 
SOLOMON'S WISDOM AWARD 

 

The Greater Petersburg Area Alumni Chapter of Virginia 
State University (VSU), held its Solomon’s Wisdom Award 
Banquet on Sunday, December 3, 2006 in Jones Dining 
Hall at VSU.  Martha and Thomas Hill were among seven 
couples from the area honored by the association.  The 
award “recognizes parent(s) or guardians who did not 
study beyond high school; while providing and/or 
positioning their loved one(s) to attend VSU, hence the 
loved one became a more productive citizen.”  MMHMF 
members in attendance were Dr. Harold Braxton, 
Gwendolyn Davis, Arlene Moore, Judy Stephenson, Trudy 

Stephenson, Hilda Hatchette and Sarah Cheatham. 

2007 SCHOLARSHIP RICIPIENT 
 

 
Brittany Denise Goodwyn 

 

An honors graduate of Matoaca High School, 
Brittany is attending Morgan State University, 
Baltimore, MD.  Details on page 7. 
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—“Promoting Higher Education”— 

 

To All Our Supporters: 
 

On behalf of the Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation I thank each of you for your continued strong support.  

The Foundation is approaching its 10
th
 anniversary and believes that we have learned much about the needs and 

aspirations of the communities.  Hopefully you agree that the Foundation’s vision and goals match the need. 
 

Our guiding principle is to focus on the issue that helped shape the life of our namesake, e.g. to stress the value and 

promise of quality education.  Additionally, we had the privilege of knowing and learning from Mr. Oliver White 

Hill.  We note with regret his passing, but revel in our understanding of what he stood for and in our appreciation of 

the power of his legacy to the State of Virginia and to the nation.  His leadership in “Brown vs. the Board of 

Education” forever changed the metrics by which quality education is evaluated. 
 

Sadly, one effect of that civil rights decision in Prince Edward County, Virginia is that we lost a generation of 

students; lost because of a conscious decision of some to deny an education for many based purely upon the surface 

feature (skin color).  The negative economic and cultural impact of closing all public schools in that County for 

four years is still being felt nearly fifty years later.  Unfortunately, we are about to have this lesson repeated as two 

years after Katrina, we again see a large number of children in that city who don’t have access to a quality 

education.  We ask ourselves, “How can this be allowed to happen in this country in 2007?  How can so many of us 

simply stand by and watch and do nothing?” 
 

We know that providing a quality education for all children is a federal, a state, and a local responsibility.  If any 

one of these parties fails to carry out their responsibility, then the health of the entire system is at risk.  For 

example, it has been well documented that for students of poor families, even after federal aid, it would take up to 

two thirds of the family income for that student to attend a state public institution.  Therefore, without further state 

and local help, a college education may well be beyond the reach of many economically disadvantaged students.  

Too many of these students are of color.  The foundation, with your continued support, helps to ensure that the 

local contribution is always present. 
 

Access to a quality education is more important now that ever.  We know that higher education is a major 

contributor in closing the Black-White income gap.  A recent report in The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education 

cites US Census Bureau figures that show that the possession of a four-year college degree goes almost all the way 

in closing the economic gap between black and whites.  Yet, the rapid rise in college costs, costs that out pace 

inflationary increases and are often in response to the decrease in the contribution from federal and state sources, 

threaten to place a college education beyond the reach of too many deserving students of color.  We also know that 

the educational experience for all students is richer and of higher quality when parents, family, teachers and school 

administrators work together as a team.  No Child Left Behind is a good idea – but the success must be measured by 

more than mere test scores alone.  I and the members of the Board believe that we must do our part to ensure that 

our children have access to a quality education and are enabled to achieve to their potential. 
 

Again, thank you for your past support and we encourage you to continue doing so.  We invite others to join us as 

we plot the path to ensure a bright future for all children, especially children of color. 
 

 
James H. Stith 
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"TO DONATE" 
 

Use the PLEDGE CARD below.  Fill in the requested information and mail to the 
MMHMF - 2013 Clearwood Drive Mitchellville, MD 20721-2511. Phone: (301) 390-5914. 

Email: ajhstith@msn.com. 
 

Make checks payable to MMHMF and mail to the address above.  100% of your  
tax-deductible donation goes to support Foundation scholarships and programs. 

  
 

Pledge Card 

 I ENCLOSE MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION OF $____________TO: 

THE MARTHA MASON HILL MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
 

NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

STREET ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

CITY_______________________________ STATE_____________ Zip Code_________ 
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Reflections cont'd from page 3 
 

 Memories of Martha told by friends and family 
 

Trudy and Judy Stephenson, granddaughters: Trudy and Judy remember their grandmother’s kind and giving 
spirit.  They recalled: the time she prepared dinner for her nephew and his family when their house was destroyed by 
fire, and for Judy’s co-worker whose husband was killed in a car accident; the time she brought presents for a church 
member whose family was moving to Georgia; and the time she did her sister’s laundry while she was hospitalized. 
 

They also remember that she not only encouraged others to get an education, but sought to improve herself.  She 
took math and English courses in an adult education program offered by the County at Union Grove Elementary 
School, the same school all of her children had attended. 
 

 
 

Jeraldine Willis, a long-time family friend, looked 
up to “Miss Martha”, considering her to be a very wise 
confidant and role model.  Miss Martha was always 
willing to lend a helping hand to anyone. 
 

Jeraldine recalls the day her late son, Donnie, 
encountered Miss Martha at Virginia State when he was 
a student there.  He did not know who she was, but she 
probably knew him.  Donnie asked his mother if she 
knew a Mrs. Martha Hill.  This was unusual because 
Donnie typically kept quiet about most things, so the 
encounter obviously affected him greatly.  Jeraldine 
reacted so quickly and with such vigor to let him know 
that indeed she did know her and admired and 
respected her greatly, that she made Donnie laugh.  He 
went on to say that she was 

a nice lady and had given him money (we aren’t sure 
what it was for, maybe books or food).  Donnie was really 
impressed by the kindness and generosity of a stranger.  
But this was Miss Martha’s nature, to look out for young 
people or anyone and helping them if she could.  She 
went out of her way to acknowledge people, saying 
encouraging words and doing kind deeds.  Jeraldine 
went on to say that such kind deeds were particularly 
important back then because financial aid was not as 
readily available to students as it is now. 
 

It is wonderful to witness the foundation doing what she 
did throughout her life.  She helped far more people than 
we will ever know. Through the work of MMHMF - 
encouraging and supporting college students - her legacy 
and spirit live on! 

 

 
 

 
 

To a Dedicated Member, From A Grateful MMHMF Family 
 

 
Mrs. Lucy Anetta Mason Cain 

  1919 - 2007 
 

On Friday, February 23, 2007, we 
sadly said goodbye to “Aunt Lucy”, a 
devoted sister, close friend and 
confidant of the late Martha 

Mason Hill and a staunch supporter 
of MMHMF.  She believed in our 
mission and supported our efforts 
unconditionally.  Her loyalty and 
dedication to the Foundation was as 
strong as that for her eldest sister 

when they were alive. 
 

Since the beginning, she attended 
Board meetings and the annual 
awards program regularly.  She 
served on the Program Committee 
since it was created.  Her wisdom 
and guidance helped the committee  

plan and carry out successful events 
for eight years.  Those present at the 
2002 Program are unlikely to forget 
the performance of her play, “Way of 
the Cross,” a heartwarming and 
humorous, yet serious depiction of 
how Satan attempts to intervene in 
the lives of Christians. 
 

We will miss her advice, tremendous 
insight and mere presence.  She will 
be with us always in spirit. 
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Donations cont'd from page 16 
 

2006 DONATIONS 
—$25 to $50— 

Ms. Brenda Manson Petersburg, VA  Ms. Marlene P. Stephenson Richmond, VA 

Master Christopher Martin Westland, MI  
MSGT (Ret.) & Mrs. Anthony 
Sykes Aberdeen, MD 

Ms. Lee Ann Masters Abington, MD  Ms. Brenda B. Summerset Richmond, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Mitchell Harvre de Grace, MD  Mrs. Elva E. Thorpe Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Arlene Moore Petersburg, VA  Mr. Nathaniel Thorpe, Sr. Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Nook  Edgewood, MD  Ms. Bernice Trent Ettrick, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Payne Randallstown, MD  Mrs. Mildred Tucker Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Freddie Player Harrisburg, PA  Mr. & Mrs. Clarence E. Vaughn Havre de Grace, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Robinson, Sr. Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Alice Whitlow Chesterfield, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Scott Bel Camp, MD  
SGM (Ret.) & Mrs. Joseph 
Williams Edgewood, MD 

Mr. Jessie J. Shanks, Jr. Aberdeen, MD  Mrs. Jeraldine Willis Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Esther Smith Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Becky Wooten Ft. Washington, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. William Starke Stevenson, MD    
 

2006 DONATIONS 
 —$50 to $100— 

 

Mr. Charles Alston Aberdeen, MD  Mrs. Milly Hall Mitchellville, MD 

Mrs. Bonnie Baugh Westland, MI  Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Lewis Chesterfield, VA 

Mrs. Rebecca Branch Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Janice M. Mack Petersburg, VA 

Drs. Harold & Loretta M. Braxton Petersburg, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Mason Chesterfield, VA 

Ms. Carlene Brown Bowie, MD  Mrs. Jean Miles Petersburg, VA 

Dr. Faith Mitchell-Brown Great Falls, VA  Ms. Agnes E. Minor Havre de Grace, MD 

Dr. & Mrs. Leon Butler Columbia, MD  MG & Mrs. Thomas Prather Fairfax Station, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. James Burks Aberdeen, MD  Ms. Delores Ray Laurel, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Cabral, Jr. Petersburg, VA  Ms. Marilyn Suiter Arlington, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Catlett Silver Springs, MD  Mr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Taylor Richmond, VA 

Mr. Clifton Cheatham, Jr. Arlington, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Tompkins Alexandria, VA 

LTC. & Mrs. Gregory Crawley  Fort Washington, MD  Dr. Wanda Ward Lanham, MD 

Rev. Robert L. Dortch Chester, VA  Ukrop’s  Richmond, VA 

Mrs. Margarette Fisher Petersburg, VA  Dr. Laurell Wiersma  Arlington, VA 

Mrs. Olivia Joseph McDonough, GA  Walk of Faith Ministries Aberdeen, MD 

Rev. Don W. Lewis Forest Hill, MD    
 

 

Donations cont'd on page 18 
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Donations cont'd from page 17 

2006 DONATIONS 
 —$100 to $200— 

 

Mrs. Martha Adams & Family Chesterfield, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Harris Richmond, VA 

MS. Lou Ann Conway Bel Air MD  Maj. Gen. (Ret) & Mrs. Alfonso E. Lenhardt Alexandria, VA 

Dr. & Mrs. Vernon Crawley Orland Park, IL  LTC. (Ret.) & Mrs. Monroe Manning Aberdeen, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Claiborne Edwards Petersburg, VA  Ms. Felicia Mason San Angelo, TX 

Col (Ret) W. Eugene Egerton, and  Bel Air, MD  Mr. & Mrs. Garrett Mason  Petersburg, VA 

Dr. Deborah Egerton Bel Air, MD  Ms. Joyce A. Mason Chesterfield, VA 

Mrs. Lois Coleman Ellis Chesterfield, VA  Ms. Serelda Matthews Baltimore, MD 

Dr. Norman Fortenberry and Silver Springs, MD  Mrs. Cheryl Nash Grand Prairie, TX 

Dr. Janet C. Rutledge Silver Springs, MD  Dr. & Mrs. Joe Redish Bethesda, MD 

Ms. Jan Hatchette Richmond, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Wendell Stephenson Fayetteville, NC 

COL.(Ret.) & Mrs. Everett Gray Herndon, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Hayward Stith Alberta, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. George Henderson Petersburg, VA  Dr. Katheryn Williams Washington, DC 

Mrs. Doretha Houston & Family Baltimore, MD  Union Grove Missionary Ministry Petersburg, VA 

Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Khoury Adelphi, MD    
 

 —$200 to $500— 

Sgt Tyrone K. Baugh Westland, MI  Mrs. Nomi Lynch Burke, VA 

Brown Grove Baptist Church Midlothian, VA  LTC (Ret.) & Mrs. Monroe L. Manning Aberdeen, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Butler Laurel, MD  Mr. & Mrs. Claude Stevens Richmond, VA 

Mrs. Joan Christian Bowie, MD  Dr. Andrea Stith Berlin, Germany,  

Mrs. Marguerite F. Christian Chester, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Christian Stith-Melsen (Alyssa) Aarhus, Denmark 

Mrs. Gwendolyn M. Davis Petersburg, VA  Food Lion Shop & Share Salisbury,NC 

Mr. Lewis H. Johnson, Jr. Petersburg, VA  MMHMF Food Booth Petersburg, VA 

Dr. John Layman College Park, MD    
 

 —$500 to $1000— 

Mrs. Sarah Cheatham Petersburg, VA  Ms. Judy Stephenson Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Hilda Hatchette Petersburg, VA  Ms. Trudy Stephenson Petersburg, VA. 

Ms. Joy Hatchette Owings Mills, MD    
 

 —$1000 Up— 

Andrews AFB Gospel Service Andrews AFB, MD  Mr. Lawrence Mason, Jr.. Chesterfield, VA 

Ms. Shirley Baugh Croton-On-Hudsn, NY  Dr. & Mrs. James H. Stith Mitchellville, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Gilliam Aberdeen, MD    
 

MMHMF thanks all who contributed (donated and/or volunteered) to the foundation in 2006.  We apologize if any names were 
inadvertently omitted from or incorrectly posted on the donors list.  Please contact the foundation and the corrections will appear 
in the next publication.  Special thanks to the following for their contributions to the 2006 Annual Awards Program: the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church Drama Ministry; Mrs. Otelia Greene, decorator; the Union Grove and Union Branch Pulpit Hospitality and Ushers; 
all program participants; and those who contributed to the general offering taken during the program. 
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  Memories of Martha told by Friends and Family 
 

 

Daisy Baugh, niece, worked with her at Virginia State and served with her on the Usher’s Ministry at Union 
Grove.  Daisy remembers her as a wonderful Christian lady and one of the most kind, loving and giving person 
that she has ever known.  “To many she was Miss Martha, but to me and my sons Royace Jr. and Steve, she 
was Aunt Martha." 

 

 
 

Deacon John W. Ellis, Jr., cousin: "Cousin Martha was a person who believed a good education was very, 
very important.  She also believed that if you put God first in your life, you could get that education, no matter 
how rocky the road may be.  I believe if she was with us today, she would tell you 'Greater is He that is in you, 
than he that is in the world,' 1 John 4:4." 
 

 
 

Mrs. Janice Mack, supervisor: "Mrs. Martha Mason Hill was a woman of Christian principles who had a 
humanitarian spirit and a love and concern for education (she possessed what the world needs now).  I had the 
pleasure of working with Mrs. Hill on the Dean of Women’s staff at Virginia State College (now Virginia State 
University) for many years.  Mrs. Hill knew her work and was a good role model for young college women.  In 
addition to working with her, I’ve had the honor to work with her sisters, children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. 
 

One of the greatest honors that I received in 2006, was the Community Service Award presented to me by the 
Board of Directors of the Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation, Inc." 
 

 
 

Lawrence Mason, Jr. cousin: “My parents 

knew Mrs. Martha Mason Hill very well.  She and my 
father were first cousins.  However, my memories of 
her are very limited.  We lived in different communities 
and even though we were only approximately six miles 
apart, we had very little personal contact.  Mobility 
during that period was quite restricted due to limited 
transportation so my acquaintances and relationships 
were primarily limited to family members and 
neighbors in my community, church and school.  Since 
we were of different generations, it was not customary 
during that era to have had much interaction with her.  
In those days, my grandmother taught us that ‘children 

should be seen, not heard.’ 

Growing up, I would see her at her church, at Union 
Branch, or other local churches.  Often on the way 
home from church, I recall seeing her sitting on my 
aunt’s front porch with my aunt and her sister - they 
were first cousins.  Each was in a white dress as they 
were Missionaries.  It was customary to invite the 
Missionary Ministry or other organizations to 
participate in programs.   
 

I look back nostalgically to that time and place years 
ago – so much has changed.  I definitely do not see 
anyone, anymore, anywhere, dressed in white sitting 
on a porch on Sundays after church!  Several decades 
later, that was a moment frozen in time.” 

 

 
 

Marie Massenburg, co-worker, remembers her as a hard worker.  “We worked together nine years and had 

a wonderful working relationship.  Mrs. Hill was a woman of action yet of few words.”  Mrs. Massenburg recalled 
a time they were pulled to clean other dormitories during the summer – “Mrs. Hill would say: 'Come on Mrs. 
Massenburg' – I hesitated until she gave me that LOOK!  I will always love and cherish the memory of Mrs. Hill.” 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Reflections cont'd on page 4 
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2006 MMHMF ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM 
 

Shown below: Board Chairman, Dr. James Stith, making presentations during the program. 
 

   
 Brandon Brown Margarette Fisher Janice Johnson 

2006 MMHMF Scholarship Recipient  Former Educator Honored   MMHMF Community Service Award 
 
 

    
Janice Mack, Former Director Dr. John Baskerville, Speaker  Brenda Friend Briggs, Esq. 

Children’s Home of Virginia Baptist 2005 Annual Awards Program    Retired, MMHMF Board of Directors 
MMHMF Community Service Award 
 
 

 

  
Dr. Renia Cobb  Willie B. Edlow (right), Former United Way Executive 
Retired, MMHMF  Presenter, 2006 Board Development Workshop 
Board of Directors  (Left: Board Member, Rev. Dr. Harold Braxton) 

 
 

The Drama Ministry Ebenezer Baptist Church, Richmond, VA 

presented 
 

"The First Church of Pete's Garage" 
 by Paul McClusker 
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2007 - 2008 CALENDAR 
 

EVENTS PLACE DATE, TIME 
Annual Awards Program Union Grove Baptist Church Saturday, September 29, 2007    4pm 

   

Board of Directors Meetings Union Grove Baptist Church 
11-9111 Church Road 
Petersburg, VA 23803 

Saturday, September 29, 2007  10am 
Saturday, May 24, 2008              10am 
Saturday, September 27, 2008   10am 

   

10th Anniversary Celebration  
Contact the Program Committee 

TBA Saturday, September 27, 2008  10am 

Recipe Collection, MMHMF 
Cookbook - Contact Alberta Stith 

 Submit NLT January 31, 2008 

   

School Supplies Drive 
Contact the Outreach Committee 

 August 2006 -2007 

   

Food Booth, Virginia State University 
Homecoming 
 

Contact Garrett Mason 

The Thompson's Home 
20604 Fourth Avenue, Ettrick, 
VA (across from main entrance 
of stadium) 

 

   

Day Bus Trip to New York City 
Contact Jackie Lenhardt or Bert Stith 

Stops: Northern Virginia and 
Maryland (place TBA) 

Saturday November 3, 2007 

   

Theater Trips 
Contact Alberta Stith 

Arena Stage, Washington, DC October, 2007 – February, 2008 

Care Packages to College Students 
Contact the Outreach Committee 

 February 2008 

MMHMF Scholarship Applications 
Contact Jan Hatchette 

Online and by contacting POCs 
(see scholarship section) 

Available – February 28, 2008 
Deadline  - April 28, 2008 

 

 

 A NOTE TO PARENTS: The message we offer to parents of younger students is: “it’s 
never too soon for a child to begin building the skills necessary for long-term success, regardless of 
what one does in life!”  The undeniable fact is that caretakers and the surrounding environment provide the 

greatest influence on children, shaping who they are likely to become as adults. 
 

Studies show that when parents are actively involved, children are more likely to be better students 
and ultimately successful in life.  Get to know and work with your child’s teachers – let them know you are 

interested in your child’s academic success.  Know your child’s progress; math, English and reading are key 
subjects to watch out for.  If help is needed, don’t delay, find it quickly.  Schools and many organizations in the 
community offer free tutoring.  Seek every avenue to get assistance – it’s out there!  If help is not provided 
when necessary, a child falls further and further behind with each subsequent year, limiting his/her options in 
life. 
 

TIP: Have your student take challenging courses such as algebra and geometry in eight and ninth grades.  
Research shows that students who take algebra and geometry early are much more likely to go on to 
college than students who do not. 
 

Contact MMHMF if you would like to learn more about helping your child prepare for college.  Use the 
contact information on page 19 to reach us. 
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2006 DONATIONS 

—Up to $25— 

Mrs. Virginia Barbour Petersburg, VA  Mr. Milton Leigh Aberdeen, MD 

Mrs. Frances Branch Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Mattie Lewis Colonial Heights, VA 

Ms. India Brown Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Annie D. Mason Petersburg, VA 

Atty. Alan C. & Dr. Valerie Cason Elliot City, MD  COL. Lucretia Mc Clenney Alexandria, VA 

Ms. Nora Cheatham Petersburg, VA  C,M. Raynor Fort Lee, VA 

Mr. James Clark Havre de Grace, MD  Mr. Floyd Robinson, Jr. Petersburg, VA 

The Honorable Cherry Crawford Springfield, VA  Mr. Thomas Shipley Aberdeen, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Farrell Dreisbach  Aberdeen, MD  Ms. Carlise Stephenson Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Uthai Harris Petersburg, VA  Mr. Ronnie Stephenson Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. William Harris Chester, VA  Dr. Beatrice Taylor Alexandria, VA 

Mr. & Mr. Michael Layman Edgewood, MD  Ms. Doris Thibodeaux Warner Robins, GA 

     

 

2006 DONATIONS 
—$25 to $50— 

LTC Kenneth R. Avery Bel Air, MD  Mr. Joe Dowdy N, East, MD 

Master Dahntay Baugh Westland, MI  Mr. & Mrs. Pearlis R. Finney  Aberdeen, MD 

Mrs. Maycerine Baugh Petersburg, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Henry Fisher Petersburg, VA 

Miss Tatum Baugh Westland, MI  CW4 (Ret.) & Mrs. Leamon Green Abingdon, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Black Chapel Hill, NC  Mrs. Bertha Goode Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. George Blake Havre de Grace, MD  Mrs. Christabell Goode Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Shirley Anthony Branch Bowie, MD  Mr. & Mrs. William L. Hall Aberdeen, MD 

Csm (Ret) & Mrs. James Branner Aberdeen, MD  Mr. & Mrs. William Harper Randallstown, MD 

SGM (Ret.) Alberto L. Browm, Sr. Aberdeen, MD  Mr. Billy W. Harris Petersburg, VA 

Dr. Faith Mitchell-Brown Great Falls, VA  Rev. & Mrs. Douglas Harris Chester, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Brown Lanham, MD  Mrs. Joyace A. Harris Petersburg, VA 

Ms. Gerrie Bryan Laurel, MD  Maj Gen (Ret) & Mrs. Arthur Holmes Olney, MD 

Ltc (Ret)  & Mrs.Richard Carey Joppatowne, MD  Mrs. Margaret Horne Bel Camp, MD 

LTC (Ret) Eugene Chandler Aberdeen, MD  Mrs. Joyce Jefferson Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Vivian J. Clark Petersburg, VA  Mr. Phillip Jones Laurel, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Collins Aberdeen, MD  Mr. Van R. Jones Havre de Grace, MD 

Mrs. Shirley Cox Petersburg, VA  Ms. Deloris Jordan Colonial Heights, VA 

Mrs. Barbara Crews Chesterfield, VA  Dr. & Mrs. Woodrow Knight Upper Marlboro, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Roman Czujko Silver Spring, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Milton Lee  Chesterfield, VA 

 

100% of your tax-deductible donation goes to support Foundation scholarships and programs 
 
 

Donations cont'd on page 17 
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 Oliver White Hill, Civil Rights Icon 
 

 Recipient, 2004 MMHMF Community Service Award 
 

He Left A Legacy That Challenges Each of Us 

Oliver White Hill, one of America’s 
premier civil rights attorneys, died in 
his home on August 5, 2007.  He was 
100 years old. 
 

Mr. Hill was born in Richmond on 
May 1, 1907 and moved to Roanoke, 
VA, and then to Washington, DC with 
his family.  He graduated from Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar High School and 
Howard University.  He was a close 
friend of the late Supreme Court 
Justice, Thurgood Marshall, finishing 
second to him at Howard University 
Law School in 1933. 
 

As an attorney, Mr. Hill won cases 
such as equalizing the salaries of 
Black teachers in Norfolk, VA, and 
helping Black students protest their 
sub-standard school in Farmville, VA.  
The Farmville case, Davis vs. County 
School Board of Prince Edward 
County, became one of the five 
adjunct cases to Brown vs. Board of 
Education, which outlawed 
segregation in public schools in 1954. 

At one time, Mr. Hill was working 
on 75 cases fighting racial 

practices in Virginia. 
 

In 1948, Mr. Hill made national 
news when he was elected to the 
Richmond City Council, the first 
Black since Reconstruction to do 
so.  It would be years before 
another Black would serve on that 
body.  
 

A courageous civil rights 
advocate, Mr. Hill was constantly 
threatened with obscene phone 
calls made to his home and a 
cross was burned on his front 
lawn.  He remained steadfast in 
his convictions and commitment 
to change the status quo.  It was 
his superior legal skills and total 
dedication to making a difference 
in the face of death threats that 
set him apart.  Mr. Hill worked 
closely with the NAACP and the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund to 
fight for civil rights.  He worked in 

his own law firm, Hill, Tucker and 
Marsh, until he retired in 1998. 
 

In 1999, President Bill Clinton 
awarded Mr. Hill the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s 
highest honor.  In 2000, he 
received the American Bar 
Association Medal, the 
organization’s highest honor.  In 
Richmond, a bronze bust of Mr. 
Hill’s likeness is in the Black History 
Museum and Cultural Center of 
Virginia. 
 

We owe him a great debt of 
gratitude for paving the way for us 
to have all the opportunities we 
have today.  It is up to each of us to 
assume responsibility for carrying 
on Mr. Hill’s legacy and spirit by 
taking advantage of opportunities 
before us and by helping others to 
do the same.  MMHMF is 
committed to building on his 
accomplishments. 

 

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 
 

Pictured below are: Dr. James Stith, Board Chairman, presenting the 2004 Community Service Award to 
Mr. Hill and program participants, Richard “Dickie” King and Michael Manson. 

 

   
Oliver Hill receiving the 2004 MMHMF Richard "Dickie" King, Jr. (left)  Michael Manson, guest soloist,  
Community Service Award from  Supervisor, Bermuda Magisterial  greets Mr. Hill. 
James Stith. District, presenting Mr. Hill a  
. Chesterfield County Proclamation. 
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MMHMF OUTREACH  
 

The Outreach Committee implemented three community projects in  

2006-2007 academic year. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES WERE DONATED TO TWO ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS - In September 2006, the 

committee coordinated another successful school supplies project.  The American Center for Physics (ACP), 
College Park, MD, donated 15 large boxes of various school supplies and office materials for Harrowgate 
Elementary School.  Several boxes of school supplies for Ettrick Elementary School were donated by 
committee members, other foundation members and friends of the foundation.  The items were delivered on 
the 7

th
 and 11

th
 of September and received with great appreciation by the staff, faculty and students. 

 

Below are pictures of Outreach Committee Co-chairs Ann Henderson and Barbara Crews delivering the 
supplies donated by employees of the American Center for Physics (ACP), College Park, MD, to Harrowgate, 
August 2006. 
 

  
   Front row: Harrowgate students. Standing Barbara Crews (left) teachers (center) and 
(left to right): Ann Henderson, Barbara Crews Ann Henderson (right) 

 and teacher Taffy Hayes-Jones) 
 

 

  
 Harrowgate staff and faculty 

 
 

In October 2006, a PARENT-STUDENT WORKSHOP for students in grades K-12 was held at Virginia State 

University.  The primary topic was “Your Child’s Success in Public Schools.”  The presenter was Mrs. Melloney 
Johnson, Guidance Counselor at Matoaca High School.  Topics discussed were SOLs, promotion policies, 
homework, special services and special concerns of parents.  There was an open discussion period.  Handouts 
were available and the students enjoyed pizza and other snacks. 
 
CARE PACKAGES WERE SENT TO COLLEGE STUDENTS - 42 care packages were sent to college students in 
February 2007, for Valentines Day and seven were sent to different college students in May during final exams. 
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MMHMF SCHOLAR NEWS 
 

2007 RECIPIENT OF THE MMHMF SCHOLARSHIP 

Brittany Denise Goodwyn 
 

Brittany is a freshman at Morgan State University, Baltimore, Maryland.  She is pursuing a course of study 
in architecture and environmental design.  Brittany was involved in the following school and community 
activities in 2007: Chesterfield County Superintendent’s Advisory Board; Fellowship of Christian Athletes: 
National Honor Society; Peer Ambassador Senior Council; Guidance Department Volunteer; Relate 
Program; Southern Leadership Conference; Sunday School; and Food Pantry Volunteer Program.  She is 
a member of Union Baptist Church, Hopewell, Va.  Brittany is inspired to use her talents and skills to help 
those less fortunate.  She was presented a certificate by Jan Hatchette, Scholarship Committee Co-
chairperson, at the Matoaca High School Senior Awards Ceremony in May.  A check in the amount of 
$1,000 will be presented to her at the Annual Awards Program in September. 
 

We believe a bright future lies ahead for Brittany.  We wish her all the best.  She is the daughter of 

Everette and Marlene G. Goodwyn. 
 

 

 
 
 

THE 2008 MMHMF SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation, Inc. offers two $1000 scholarships to high school students 
from Chesterfield County, VA.  One award is designated for a student who will attend Virginia State 
University, in Petersburg, VA.  The second award is for a student enrolled at any four-year accredited 

institution of higher education.  The recipients of the awards will be honored with a certificate at his or her 
high school Senior awards ceremony and will be presented with a $1000 check at the foundation's awards 
program on September 27, 2008. 
 

The 2008 scholarship will be available February 28, 2007, online, for downloading only, at mmhmf.org, or 
by contacting Jan Hatchette at (804) 743-3968 or jhatchet@richmond.edu.  The application deadline is 
April 28, 2008.  
 

 
 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
If you would like copies of information the foundation collects during the year about other 

scholarships (national and local), contact us at the address located on page 19.  Emails are welcome. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CHARA MOORE 
2000 MMHMF SCHOLAR 

 

Chara graduated from the University of Virginia with honors in 2004.  She entered law school at William 
and Mary that year and graduated in May, 2007.  We are very proud of Chara.  She has done 
exceptionally well.  We expect to continue hearing wonderful things about another “rising star.” 

 

 
Scholar News cont'd on page 8 
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Scholar News cont'd from Page 7 

 

A Letter from Brandon Brown, 2006 MMHMF Scholar 
 

  Dear Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation Scholarship Committee: 
 

Wow!  It never ceases to amaze me 
how fast time flies.  One very 
seemingly short year ago, I was a 
recent high school graduate poised 
to head off to college and “make 
something of myself.”  Armed with 
dreams, ambition, and the support 
of family, friends and caring people 
such as you, I was determined to 
maximize my potential as a person 
and student at James Madison 
University. 
 

Over the course of my freshman 
year at JMU, I was able to maintain 
the high scholastic standards that I 
set for myself long ago, become 
extremely active in campus life, fulfill 
a lifelong dream and begin 
friendships with some of the nicest 
and brightest students our country 
has to offer.  During the Fall 
semester, I earned a 3.82 G.P.A. 
and for the Spring semester, I 
earned a 3.80, bringing my 
cumulative G.P.A. to a 3.81.  
Furthermore, I was on the Dean’s 
List my whole freshman year. 
 

Entering the school year, I was 
already involved in two University 
programs, the Centennial Scholars 
Program, which provides full 
scholarships for academically 
talented and financially qualified 
students, and the Honors Scholar 
Program, which is JMU’s Honors 
Program that places students on a 
curriculum plan that allows them to 
gain the most challenging courses, 
enriching activities, and non-
conventional class styles. Over the 
course of my first year, I took two  

honors courses and one honors 
seminar and I did well in them all.  
Besides these two programs, I also 
got involved with Contemporary 
Gospel Singers (JMU’s Gospel 
Choir), Students for Minority 
Outreach (SMO), Black Student 
Alliance (BSA), Neo-Underground 
Railroad Conductors (Social Activist 
Group), and various other school 
activities and community service 
projects, such as assisting in a local 
elementary school class and tutoring 
at a local middle school after-school 
program.  While I am proud of the 
things I listed above, I am most 
proud of being able to fulfill my 
lifelong dream of becoming a 
member of a fraternity.  During the 
Spring semester I was able to 
become a Brother of the Xi Delta 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Incorporated, and I 
already look forward to the impact 
that I will be able to make on my 
campus and beyond as a member of 
the country’s 1st black intercollegiate 
Greek letter organization. 
 

As you can see, I had a busy, tiring 
and sometimes challenging first year 
in college; however, I truly believe 
that God and the constant prayers 
and support that I received from your 
organization, among others, assisted 
me in all l my endeavors, and I am 
forever grateful to you for 
EVERYTHING you have done for 
me.  I am obviously thankful for the 
generous scholarship I was 
awarded, but it was also random 
acts of kindness such as the 
Valentine’s Day package you sent 

that made me smile and remain 
steadfast in my mission to be a 
success, knowing that I had an 
endless amount of support. 
 

This summer I have been occupying 
myself with working and an 
accounting class at John Tyler.  I will 
also be returning to JMU a week 
early in August to participate in the 
first year orientation program as a 
First-Year Orientation Guide 
(FROG), so that I can be a source of 
help and a positive influence for the 
incoming freshman class. 
 

As you can see, I am truly taking 
advantage of my opportunity to go to 
college, because I understand that 
for many, college is a dream rather 
than a reality; therefore, I solicit your 
prayers as I continue to push 
onwards and upwards towards the 
sky and beyond, only pausing for a 
brief moment when I reach my 
dreams, and only stopping when I 
have assisted others in reaching 
their own. 
 

May God continue to bless each and 
every one of you and allow you to 
continue in your mission for years to 
come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brandon D. Brown 
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Fundraising cont'd from Page 12 

 

◄SAM GILLIAM'S ANNUAL DRIVE► 
 

Raises Funds for MMHMF in Aberdeen Maryland 
 

 

Soliciting donations is frankly 
something most of us tend to 
shy away from, but not Sam 
Gilliam!  Asked why he does it, 
he said:  “My mother-in-law 
certainly had an impact on my 
life with regard to my obtaining 
a better education.“  He retired 

from the Army as a Sergeant Major in 1978 after 
over 30 years with only 33 college credits.  But he 
immediately enrolled in night school at Hartford 
Community College and received a degree in 
business administration.  He transferred to the 
University of Maryland and earned a bachelors 
degree in business administration.  He says he will 
never forget Mrs. Hill’s dedication, hard work and 
desire to educate her seven daughters (the eldest, 
his wife of 56 years). 

 

Sam says; “I am both happy and proud to 
contribute whatever I can.  Soliciting donations 
is one of the ways I try to support the 
foundation.” So every August, our very own 
“Santa” Sam, gets out his list, “checks it twice” 
– adding/subtracting names before beginning 
his “rounds”.  Sam has been doing this for five 
or six years now.  He has a loyal base of 
supporters in Maryland who anticipate a 
personal knock on their door or a phone call 
reminding them “it’s time” – they know the 
story.  Some have even gotten ahead of him, 
reminding him that it’s time to get started!  It is 
heartwarming to see the kind of continual 
support Sam, his family, friends, neighbors and 
associates provide MMHMF year after year.  
That is kindness and loyalty at its best!  We 
cannot thank them enough for helping. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

CALL FOR RECIPES!!! 
A new edition of the MMHMF cookbook is coming in 2008. 

 

Our first and very popular cookbook, “Cherished Family Recipes”, sold out within a few months of 
publication.  In celebration of the 10

th
 anniversary of MMHMF, a second edition is underway.  The new book 

will include all the wonderful recipes from family and friends found in the first edition, plus new and exciting 
ones. 
 

We invite everyone to submit recipes for publication, as many recipes as you wish.  For more information 
and to send recipes, contact: Trudy Stephenson, 20410 Church Road, Petersburg, VA, (804) 590-1493; or 

Alberta Stith, 2013 Clearwood Drive, Mitchellville, MD 20721-2511, (301) 390-5914, ajhstith@msn.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ajhstith@msn.com
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ANNIE D. HENDERSON, MMHMF VOLUNTEER 
 

Honored for Community Service by the Rudi Johnson Foundation 
 

Annie D. Henderson was recently 
honored by the Rudi Johnson 

Foundation at its 
First Annual 
Mother’s Day Tea.  
Annie was 
selected by the 

foundation 
because of her 

numerous 
affiliations with activities promoting 
the growth and development of 
youth and her commitment to 
community outreach. 
 

She is married to George W. 
Henderson, retired assistant 
professor of physics at Virginia State 
University.  They have one 
daughter, two sons, one 
granddaughter and many 
Godchildren of all ages.  She and 
George have been parents (home 
away from home) for many over the 
years. 
 

Annie serves as a youth leader and 
church school teacher in her church 
and makes sure children without  

transportation are able to attend 
church and other community 
activities.  Her volunteer services 
include activities with the Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, Special Olympics, and 
the Men and Women Emergency 
Shelter.  Annie holds memberships in 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
The Links Inc., Women’s Committee 
of the Petersburg Symphony, the 
Martha Mason Hill Memorial 
Foundation, and the Wives of Beaux-
Twenty (past president) where she 
has been a cotillion coordinator for 28 
years.  She holds lifetime members in 
Jack and Jill of America (past 
president) and North Carolina Central 
University (NCCU) Alumni 
Association.  After retiring as an 
educator, she served as Director of 
an HIV/AIDS/Education/Awareness 
program, serving youth and senior 
citizens in the Tri-Cities area for four 
years. 
 

She holds a B. S. degree from NCCU 
and a M.S. degree from Virginia 
State University.  Annie was elected  

“Teacher of the Year” for the 
Petersburg School System in 1997 and 
received “The Golden Apple Award” for 
teaching the same year.  She received 
Dr. M. L. King Jr. Legacy Award for 
Citizenship in 1998, sponsored by 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  Annie 
is truly a positive role model for young 
people, taking every opportunity to 
promote the welfare of the next 
generation. 
 

Annie is one reason the foundation has 
been so successful.  She has been a 
MMHMF volunteer for seven years and 
is the Co-chairperson of the Outreach 
Committee.  Her leadership style (“take 
charge”, “get the job done”) has 
resulted in the foundation conducting a 
number of successful outreach 
activities each year since 2003.  It is 
gratifying to see her recognized for the 
incredible amount of volunteer work 
she does in the community, something 
she has done consistently for a very 
long time.  The community is a better 
place for her presence and 
involvement. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Drs. Harold and Loretta Braxton celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
July of this year.  CONGRATUATIONS TO THEM!  Rev. Dr. Braxton is a member 
of the MMHMF Board of Directors. 
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◄MMHMF 2007 ANNUAL FOOD BOOTH► 
 

 
 

  Virginia State University Homecoming 
 

 

Saturday, October 27, 2007, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Thompson’s, 20604 Fourth Avenue, Ettrick, VA (directly across from the main stadium entrance) 
 

●ENJOY DELICIOUS FOOD!  ●SUPPORT A WORTHY CAUSE! 
 

Organized by Garrett Mason 
 

******************************* 
 

◄2006 FOOD BOOTH► 
 

Special thanks to the volunteers who supported the event, including Johnell and Deborah Thompson,  

who volunteer use of their front yard every year.  Below are pictures of last year's food booth. 
 

  
Bernard Jones, volunteer, “stirring his pot” of Garrett Mason (right), Event coordinator 

DELICIOUS BRUNSWICK STEW and Sandra Mason (left), volunteer 
 

  
Josephine Vaughan (far right), volunteer Erlene Lumpkin (far right, volunteer 

 
 
 

 
Fundraisers cont'd on page12 
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Fundraisers Cont'd from page 11 

◄2007 THEATER TRIP► 
 

Arena Stage, Washington, DC 
 

 
   Distributing tickets and gift bags (left to right): 
Alberta Stith, Joan Christian and Ann Henderson 

 

  
Theater Group – (Nearly 90 Strong) - March 11, 2007 

Play: “Gem of the Ocean” by August Wilson 
 

Everyone received gift bags.  Drawings were held for eight door prizes  
donated by Arena Stage, Jackie Lenhardt and Becky Wooten. 

 

Organizers: Jackie Lenhardt, Joan Christian and Alberta Stith 
 

 
 

◄UPCOMING TRIPS TO ARENA STAGE► 
 

“Women of Brewster Place” and “Ella” - October 2007-February 2008 
 

For information contact: Alberta Stith at (301) 390-5914 or 
ajhstith@msn.com 

 

 
 

◄BUS TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY► 

Saturday, November 3, 2007 
 

Shop, Sightsee, Go to the Theater – Your Choice 
 

Organizers: Jackie Lenhardt and Becky Wooten 
 

Contact: Alberta Stith at (301) 390-5914 or    
ajhstith@msn.com 
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"COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT" ON GARRETT MASON 
 

MMHMF  VOLUNTEER 
 

The Petersburg, Virginia Progress 
Index newspaper highlights 
outstanding individuals who 
regularly make a difference in the 
lives of others in the community.  In 
July, 2007 Garrett Mason was 
featured because of his unselfish 
devotion to family, friends and the 

community.  The article was written by Brenda R. 
Henderson.  After reading the article, anyone 
having the privilege of knowing Garrett, could only 
nod in total agreement with everything said about 
him.  We know and love Garrett as the bright and 
shining star described in the article, a 
humanitarian – an extraordinarily amazing person. 
 

In describing Garrett in her glowing narrative, she 
used terms and phrases such as: rare; a 
handyman; generous spirit; infectious smile, witty; 
joyful; committed; mannerable; a person of great 
integrity; treats people right; respectful; polite and 
courteous; kind; “go to guy”; a devoted Christian, 
husband, father, friend and neighbor.  We 
completed agree with Ms. Henderson’s 

assessment.  He is the consummate “giver,” - he 
gives from the heart.  One doesn’t sense that he 
ever expects anything in return. 
 

Garrett has been actively involved in the 
Foundation since the beginning.  He serves on the 
MMHMF Finance and Hospitality Committees.  
Every year he organizes the foundation’s food 
booth at the Virginia State University 
Homecoming, a very popular event.  Whenever 
there is a foundation activity, Garrett is around 
doing something, anything – ushering, helping in 
the kitchen, whatever.  If something needs to be 
done, he steps right in! 
 

If the word “no” is in his vocabulary, we are not 
aware.  However, final determination is pending a 
consultation with Germaine and Jamoni.  What we 
do know is when asked if he would help the 
Foundation, he did not hesitate to say “yes”.  
When asked what he wanted to do, his response 
was simply, “whatever you want me to do.”  That 
is the kind of person he is, a great example for all 
and a true blessing to whomever and whatever he 
touches! 

 
 

 

 
 

ANDREA L. STITH RECEIVED HUMBOLDT FELLOWSHIP 
 

MMHMF WEBSITE MANAGER 
 

Dr. Stith was awarded the 
fellowship in March, 2007 by 
the German Chancellor 
Fellowship Program from the 
Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation.  She was among 
31 individuals chosen; 10 U.S. 

citizens, 11 from China and 10 from Russia.  The 
fellowship began in Bonn, Germany in May where 
she received three months of language training.  
Following a month long orientation program, she 
will spend 11 months at Humboldt University in 
Berlin where she will be engaged in research  

comparing graduate biomedical science 
education in Germany and in the U.S. 
 

The Humboldt Foundation was established by the 
Federal Republic of Germany to promote of 
international research cooperation.  It enables 
highly qualified scholars, not residents of 
Germany and who hold doctorates, to do 
extended research in Germany.  Establishing 
academic contacts and long-standing follow-ups 
are promoted and have been hallmarks of the 
foundation’s work since 1953. 
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