
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MMHMF 
2013 Clearwood Drive 
Mitchellville, MD  20721-2511 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M 
Newsletter                                                                                                 
Summer  2003    

 

 
 

          Congratulations 
           ALANA COOPER 

               
          2003 Scholarship Recipient 

 

She is attending Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and majoring in Pre-Veterinary 
Medicine. 
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For the fourth year the 11:30 
a.m. Gospel Service has chosen 
MMHMF as a recipient of a 
“designated offerings.  Over 
$5,000 was donated this year.  
MMHMF is grateful for the 
continued generous support of 
the Service.  See page 3. 
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On August 28th, the nation celebrated the 40th anniversary of the March on Washington.  Nearly a quarter of a 
million people rallied that day in front of the Lincoln Memorial in support of pending civil rights legislation for 
jobs and freedom for all.  The event was a turning point in the struggle for equality.  The last speech of the day 
was delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King.  It was his famous “I have a dream” speech.  His stirring message 
lasted just 17 minutes, but still resonates and inspires many of us today.  Those of my generation can probably 
remember vividly that historic day in 1963.  We see it as the event that made us believe that as a people we 
were about to turn the corner and that the opportunities that our parents had hoped for might be achievable in 
our life time. 

 

Unfortunately, too many young people today do not understand the significance of that event.  “Colored Only” 
water fountains; having to pass the literacy test to exercise the right to vote; having to pack a meal when traveling 
because there was no place along the highway to buy a meal; or driving all night because there were no hotels for 
“Coloreds” are all simply a part of history that may be taught in school, but have no relevance to their lives. 
 

The anniversary of the March on Washington should remind us of the need to share our history with young 
people to remind them, and ourselves, that we must work to “keep our eye on the prize” and “keep the dream 
alive.” 

 

For MMHMF, fulfilling the “dream” is carrying on the legacy and spirit of the late Martha Mason Hill.  The 
Foundation has chosen to focus its efforts and resources on education.  We believe that a quality education is the 
single most important factor in ensuring the success of our youth.  As African Americans move up the education 
ladder, the black-white income gap has all but disappeared and on average, at the Doctorate level, we have 
surpassed whites.  According to an article in The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education, Spring, 2003,  “It is 
almost certain that a college education, more than any other factor, serves to break down racial 
stereotypes, increase opportunities for African Americans, and decrease the black-white economic gap.” 

 

Unfortunately, the current economic downturn with the subsequent decrease in financial aid colleges 
and universities offer students, places the continual education progress of African Americans at risk.  
For example, simply shifting $1000 per year from grants (free money) to student loans significantly 
increases the attrition of African American college students.  The widening racial wealth gap has 
become a serious barrier to higher education attainment.  A recent Federal Reserve Board study 
reports that the average net worth of African American families is less than one tenth that of white 
families.  The fact that most families use savings to fund their children’s education, suggests that many 
deserving students will be unable to afford higher education without significant external support. 
 

The above demonstrates the need for organizations like MMHMF that are committed to establishing a safety net for our 
students.  We encourage young people to seek higher education, we provide them with information on various sources of 
financial aid, we keep telling them they can succeed – always trying to build their self confidence, and finally, we seek to 
provide modest funds. 
 

With your continued help and support, we will grow our efforts in the aforementioned areas.  Four years ago, the Board 
established a long range plan that serves as a roadmap for what our priorities should be and created a time-line for achieving 
our long-term goals.  We are please to report that with your support, we have to date met or exceeded all of our goals.  With 
your continued help, the Foundation will ensure that African Americans students from Chesterfield County will have access 
to a quality education and hence move closer to achieving the “American Dream.” 
 
 
 

James Stith 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dr. James Stith, Chairman  
 
Officers: 
Mrs. Alberta Stith, President 
Mrs. Sarah Cheatham, Assistant Secretary 
Ms. Shirley Baugh, Treasurer/Corresponding Secretary 
Mrs. Hilda Hatchette, Assistant Treasurer 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Harold Braxton 
Dr. Renia E. B. Cobb 
Mrs. Brenda Friend-Briggs 
Mrs. Frances Hayes Brown 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Davis 
Mrs. Lois Coleman-Ellis 
Mrs. Delores Gilliam 
Mrs. Jacquelyn Lenhardt 
Deacon Beverly V. Mason 
Mr. Lawrence Mason, Jr., Recorder of Minutes 
Ms. Judy Stephenson 
Ms. Trudy Stephenson 
 
COMMITTEES 
 

Fundraising Committee: 
Mr. Garrett Mason, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Arlene Moore, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Marilyn George 
Ms. Aja George 

COMMITTEES 
 

Program Committee:  
Ms. Trudy Stephenson, Co-Chairperson 
Ms Judy Stephenson, Co-Chairperson 
Mr. Arnold Baugh 
Mrs. Lucy A. Cain 
Mrs. Arlene Moore 
 

Scholarship Committee: 
Ms. Jan Hatchette. Co-Chairperson 
Dr. Adrienne Butler, Co-Chairperson 
Mrs. Cheryl Nash 
 

Publications Staff: 
Mrs. Shirley Baugh 
Mrs. Alberta Stith 
 

Outreach Committee: 
Mrs. Annie D. Henderson, Chairperson 
Rev. Harold Braxton 
Dr. Renia E. B. Cobb 
Ms. Mildred Tucker 
 

Hospitality Committee: 
Mrs. Brenda Friend Briggs, Esq. 
Mrs. Sarah Cheatham 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Davis 
Mrs. Hilda Hatchette 
 

 

MMHMF Board of Directors meets twice a year, in May and in September.  The next meeting is September 27, 2003,  
10:00 a.m., at Union Grove Baptist Church.  The meeting is open to the public. 

 
 

For information and to make a contribution, write to the Foundation at: 
2013 Clearwood Drive Mitchellville, MD 20721-2511, ajhstith@aol.com 

 

Make checks payable to MMHMF, Inc. and mail to the above address. 100% of your 
tax-deductible donation goes to support Foundation scholarships and programs.   

 

 
Pledge Card 

�  I ENCLOSE MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION OF $____________TO: 
  The Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation 

 

NAME___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

STREET ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

CITY_______________________________ STATE_______________ Zip 
Code_________ 
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2002 Donations cont’d… 

$ 25 - $50 

LTC (Ret.) Monroe L. Manning Aberdeen, MD  Mr. & Mrs. William C. Starke Gun Powder Branch, MD 

Mrs. Catherine E. Mason Chesterfield, VA  Mrs. Gertrude Walker Petersburg, VA 

Mr. William E. Peterson & Family Chesterfield, VA  SGM (Ret) & Mrs. Joseph Williams Edgewood, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Robinson, Sr. Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Jeraldine C. Willis Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Jessie J. Shank, Sr. Aberdeen, MD  Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wood Columbus, OH 
 

$ 50 - $100 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Graves Ettrick, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Mason Chesterfield, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Garland Harris Petersburg, VA  Mr. Garrett Mason Petersburg, VA 

Ltc (Ret) Theodore Henderson Dover, DE  Mrs. Robert L. Mills Columbus, OH 

Mr. & Mrs. George Henderson Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Arlene Moore Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Olivia Mason Joseph Stockbridge, GA  TSgt Teresa Rozier Waldorf, MD 

The Honorable & Mrs. Alfonso Lenhardt Alexandria, VA  Ms. Marlene Stephenson Chesterfield, VA 

Pastor Don W. Lewis Baltimore, MD  Mrs. Ernestine & Nathaniel Thorpe Petersburg, VA 
 

$100 – $200 

Mr. & Mrs. John Adams Chesterfield, VA  Ms. Serelda Matthews Baltimore, MD 

Mr. Elmer Bracey Petersburg, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Kelvin Nash Grand Prairie, TX 

Ms. Lorita T. Brown Mohegan Lake, NY  Mr. & Mrs. Wendell Stephenson & Family Fayetteville, NC 

Mrs. Lois Coleman Ellis Chesterfield, VA  Ms. Alyssa Stith Brooklyn, NY 

Mrs. Doretha Houston Baltimore, MD  Mrs. Katie G. Whitfield Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Lewis H. Johnson Jr. Petersburg, VA  Union Grove Missionary Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Beverly Vernon Mason Petersburg, VA    
 

$200 - $300 

Sgt Tyrone K. Baugh Honolulu, HI  Ms. Jan Hatchette Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Britt Indianapolis, IN  Mr. & Mrs. William B. Harris Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Clifton Cheatham Jr. Arlington, VA  Dr. Andrea Stith Alexandria, VA,  

Mrs. Gwendolyn M. Davis Petersburg, VA    
  

$300 - $500 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Butler Laurel, MD  Ms. Trudy Stephenson Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Lawrence Mason, Jr. Chesterfield, VA     
 
 

$500 - $1,000 

Mrs. Sarah Cheatham Petersburg, VA  Ms. Joy Hatchette Owings Mills, MD 

Mrs. Hilda Hatchette Petersburg, VA  Ms. Judy Stephenson Petersburg, VA 
 

                                    $1,000 - $2,000                                                                                   $2,000 up 

Dr. & Mrs. James H. Stith Mitchellville, MD  Andrews AFB Gospel Service Andrews AFB, MD 

   Ms. Shirley Baugh Croton-On-Hudson, NY 

   Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Gilliam Aberdeen, MD 
 
 



MMHMF thanks all contributors to the Foundation in 2002.  We apologize if any names were inadvertently omitted 
from the above list.  Please contact the Foundation if your name does not appear.  Contribution envelopes were used 
in preparing this listing.  Thanks to those who contributed to the general offering at the 2002 Annual Program. 
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Incorporated in the state of Maryland in 1999, Martha Mason 
HillMemorial Foundation (MMHMF) is a non-profit, public 
foundation, established in memory of the late Martha Mason 
Hillby her descendants.  The Foundation is exempt from 
federal tax under section 501 (a) of the Internal Revenue 
Code as an organization described in section 501 (C) (3). 

 

MMHMF is governed by a Board of Directors that meets 
twice a year.  The Board oversees the following six 
standing committees: Executive, Scholarship, Program, 
Finance (made up of the Fundraising and the Financial 
Management Sub-Committees) Hospitality and Outreach.  
All are volunteers. 

 

P PURPOSE – Our mission is to carry on the legacy and 
spirit of the late Martha Mason Hill by encouraging 

and supporting young people in pursuit of their 
college education.  Currently, scholarships and 
projects benefit residents of Chesterfield County, 
Virginia. 
 

The fifth annual scholarship was awarded in May of 
this year, and we supported and sponsored a 
number of projects in the community.  However, 
there is a great deal more we can do to prepare our 
youth for the challenges ahead. 
 

You can make a difference!  It is only through your 
tax-deductible contributions that the Foundation 
can continue serving the community.  Helping our 
young people achieve their educational goals will 
help to create a better world for everyone. 

 

 

ANDREWS AFB GOSPEL SERVICE DONATES TO MMHMF 
 

The Gospel Service made a contribution to MMHMF 
for the second year.  The 2002 donation of $2,600.00 
was surpassed by an amount in excess of $5,000.00 
donated in February, 2003.  Each year several 
organizations are selected to receive offerings 
collected during designated worship services. 
 

ABOUT THE SERVICE: The Gospel Service is one 
of five Protestant Worship Services at Andrews Air 
Force Base, Maryland.  It is composed of over 200 
parishioners from all denominations, which makes for 
a unique worship experience.  The Gospel Service has 
grown in many areas since its inception in January, 

1992.  One area in particular is the ministry of 
outreach.  One of the many avenues of outreach 
used is designated offerings.  The purpose of 
designated offerings is to reach out beyond the 
walls of the Gospel Service and make an impact on 
the surrounding community as well as across the 
nation and sometimes the world. 
 

The current Chaplain, Major Bruce W. Jones, has 
spoken on many occasions about promoting unity 
through Jesus Christ by reaching out and making a 
difference in the lives of all.  

 

 

A LEGACY TO CONTINUE 
By Alcenier Mason Edwards 

 

“A right attitude towards family begins 
with a right attitude toward God.”  The 
biography of the late Martha Mason 
Hill reveals that she was devoted to her 
husband, children, family and friends.  
The disciplined manner in which she 
lived demonstrated her acceptance of 
the greatest commission - to glorify 
God and be His disciple: “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit, so shall ye be my disciple,” John 
15:8.  Today the legacy of Mrs. Hill is 
reflected in the fruits of her labor. 

It has been said that parents 
should make disciples of there 
children through Christian 
nurturing and creative leadership.  
Though parents pass on, their 
character continues to live through 
their children.  Mrs. Hill’s character 
is demonstrated in the work of the 
Martha Mason Hill Memorial 
Foundation whose mission is to 
provide opportunities for young 
people to succeed and make a 
difference in society.  Her love for  

God and family and desire to 
help others exemplifies her strong 
Christian faith.  It is not who we 
are but what we do to meet the 
challenges and responsibilities in 
life that makes one great.  Mrs. 
Hill was truly a great person. 
 

There is no limit to what the 
Foundation can accomplish to 
promote higher education with her 
family, friends and the community 
working together to continue her 
legacy.  To God be the glory! 
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Biographical Sketch Martha Mason Hill 

The story of the late Martha Mason 
Hill is that of many extraordinary 
African American women of her era 
who, in spite of their circumstances, 
managed to help their children rise to a 
better place in life.  Many others were 
beneficiaries of her selflessness as 
well.  She was often heard singing one 
of her favorite songs, “This Little 
Light of Mine”, the words of which 
accurately described her life. 
 

She was a native of Chesterfield 
County Virginia, and the daughter of 
the late Beverly Archer Mason and 
Eva Haskins Mason.  She was married 
to the late Thomas E. Hill with whom 

she had seven daughters.  A devoted 
Christian, she was a life-long 
member of Union Grove Baptist 
Church where she was a member of 
the Usher and Auxiliary Board, the 
Pulpit Hospitality Society, the 
Deaconess Ministry, and Union 
Grove King David Lodge #233. 
 

She practiced her faith, and was a 
very nurturing person whose 
kindness and consideration towards 
others knew no bounds.  We will 
never know the full extent of her 
philanthropic work, for she was not 
prone to publicize or boast about 
her good deeds.  We do know, 
 

however, that her loving and caring 
ways had a lasting impact on many 
people. She was admired and 
respected by all who knew her.  
 

Among her many fine qualities was 
her strong belief in the value of 
education.  She was honored at 
Virginia State University for ensuring 
that all 7 of her daughters attended 
the University, where she worked for 
40 years as a housekeeper.  Her 
family hopes to continue her legacy 
through the Foundation. 

 
                                                      THE MMHMF ENDOWMENT FUND 
                                                "Continuing the work of MMHMF indefinitely" 

    

The Foundation hopes to continue its work for generations to come. To accomplish this, the MMHMF Endowment 
 Fund was created. The goal is to raise and invest a substantial sum of money such that scholarships and education  
programs can be supported with the interest income generated.  The table and chart below show the growth of the Fund  
over a five year period (2003 to 2007), assuming annual deposits of $18,000 to $20,000, with annual deductions for  
scholarships of $1,000 to $2,000. The average interest earned on the balance in the fund is assumed to be 3%. 

 
                                         Projected 5-Year Endowment Fund Growth Table & Chart 
 

Year Principle Revenue Interest   Scholarship 
2003 $32,000 $18,000 $640      $1,000 
2004 $49,640 $19,000 $1,489      $1,000 
2005 $69,129 $20,000 $2,074      $1,000 
2006 $90,203 $20,000 $3,157      $2,000 
2007 $111,360 $20,000 $4,454      $2,000 
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2002 Donations 
Up to $25 

Mr. Allen Allen  Chester, VA  Mrs. Rosa Lewis Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Karl August Converse, TX  Mrs. Rosa Manson Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Daisy Bonner Baugh Petersburg, VA  Ms. Joyce Ann Mason Chesterfield, VA 

Mr. Ulysses Billips Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Joyce R.  Mason Chesterfield, VA 

Mr. Ronald Bishop   Mrs. Ruth McKinnon Petersburg, VA 

Ms. Virginia Barbour Petersburg, VA  Rev. Vincent Meekins, Jr. Chesterfield, VA 

Ms. Paulette Brown Colonial Heights, VA  Mr. Floyd Robinson, Jr Richmond, VA 

Mrs. Lucy A. Cain Petersburg, VA  Ms. Carlissa Stephenson Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Bob Ezell Havre De Grace, MD  Mrs. Alice V. Surley Chesterfield, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. Pearlis Finney  Aberdeen, MD  Mrs. Rosa Surley & Mr. Travis Surley Chesterfield, VA 

Miss Eboni Gilliam Chesterfield, VA  Miss Christina Thibodeaux Abilene, TX 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Gilliam Chesterfield, VA  Mrs. Ellen Thibodeaux Abilene, TX 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Gilliam, Sr. Chesterfield, VA  Miss Pamela Thibodeaux Abilene, TX 

Mrs. Chrisabell B. Goode Petersburg, VA  Miss Samantha Thibodeaux Abilene, TX 

Mrs. Mildred Gordon Petersburg, VA  Ms. Bessie Thweatt Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Uthai Harris Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Bernice Trent Ettrick, VA 

Ms. April Hill Richmond, VA  Mr. Clarence E. Vaughn Havre De Grace, MD 

Ms. Wanda Hill Chesterfield, VA  Mrs. Minnie Wallace Petersburg, VA 

Mr. Durce A. Jackson Edgewood, MD  Mrs. Mary Whitted Petersburg, VA 

Ms. Crystal Jones Petersburg, VA    
 

 $ 25 - $50 

Mrs. Christine Barber Petersburg, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Collins Aberdeen, MD 

Mr. James Baugh Petersburg, VA  Ms. Katie Costice Ettrick, VA 

COL (Ret) & Mrs. Fred Black Chapel Hill, NC  Mrs. Charlotte M. Dozier Landover, MD 

Mrs. Rebecca S. Branch Chesterfield, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Claiborne Edwards  Petersburg, VA 

Mr. James Branner Aberdeen, MD  Mr. & Mrs. Henry F. Fisher Petersburg, VA 

Drs. Harold & Loretta M. Braxton Petersburg, VA  Mrs. Margarette D. Fisher Ettrick, VA 

Mr. Alberto L. Brown, Sr. Aberdeen, MD  Mrs. Bertha V. Goode Petersburg, VA 

Mrs. Mary Brown Petersburg, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Joshua T. Goode, Sr. Petersburg, VA 

Mr. & Mrs. James Burks Harve De Grace, MD  CW4 (Ret) & Mrs. Leamon L. Green Abingdon, MD 

Mr. Richard A. Carey Joppa, M D  Mr. & Mrs. William Hall Aberdeen, MD 

LTC (Ret) Eugene Chandler Aberdeen, MD  Mr. & Mrs. James Jefferson Petersburg, VA 

Rev. & Mrs. David Chapman Chester, VA  Mr. & Mrs. Phillip A. Jones Laurel, MD 

Ms. Joan Christian Bowie, MD  Mr. Timothy Jones, Jr. APG-Edgewood, MD 

Mrs. Vivian J. Clark Petersburg, VA  Mr. Van R. Jones Havre De Grace, MD 
Continued on page 14 
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NEW VOLUNTEERS AT MMHMF, cont’d 
 

- AD HOC FUNDRAISERS - 
SGM (Ret) Samuel Gilliam, Aberdeen, Maryland, conducts fundraising projects in Aberdeen for 
MMHMF.  This is his second year doing so. 
Mrs. Jacquelyn Lenhardt, Alexandria, Virginia (new Board member) is planning a winter gala 
to benefit the Foundation. 
Mrs. Wilma DeBrew, Richmond, Virginia is recruiting donors for the Ukrop’s and Food Lion 
Programs. 
Mr. Lawrence Mason Jr., Chesterfield, Virginia, (returning Board member) is recruiting donors 
for the Ukrop’s and Food Lion Programs. 
 

- Hospitality Committee - 
Mrs. Brenda Friend-Briggs, Esq., Richmond, Virginia (new Board member) 
Mrs. Sarah Cheatham, Petersburg, Virginia (returning Board member) 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Davis, Petersburg Virginia (returning Board member) 
Garrett Mason, Petersburg, Virginia (Fundraising Committee Co-Chairman 
- 

LEGAL ADVISOR - 
Mrs. Brenda Friend-Briggs, Richmond, Virginia (new Board member) 
 

- OUTREACH COMMITTEE - 
Mrs. Annie Henderson, Ettrick, Virginia, (Chairperson) 
The Reverend Dr. Harold Braxton, Petersburg, Virginia (returning Board member) 
Dr. Renia E. B. Cobb, Chesterfield, Virginia (new Board member) 
Ms. Mildred Tucker, Petersburg, Virginia (Director, Children’s Home of Virginia Baptists) 
 

- PROGRAM COMMITTEE - 
Mr. Arnold Baugh, Petersburg, Virginia (employed by the U.S. Postal Service 
 

- RECORDER OF MINUTES - 
Mr. Lawrence Mason Jr., Chesterfield, Virginia (returning Board member) 
 

- SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE - 
Mrs. Cheryl Nash, Grand Prairie, Texas (guidance counselor, Arlington Public Schools, Grand Prairie 
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     ABOUT SENATOR MARSH 
 

 

 
Henry L. Marsh, III, an honors 

graduate of Maggie L. Walker High 
School, received a B. A. degree from 
Virginia Union University, Cum 
Laude, in 1956 and earned his law 
degree at Howard University in 1959. 
He is a member of the Virginia Bar 
and is admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of Virginia, the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
the Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit, the United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of 
Virginia and the United States 
District Court for the Western District 
of Virginia. 
 
Marsh began his legal career in 1961 
with the firm of Hill, Tucker and 
Marsh and became a partner in 1966. 
Upon joining the firm, he 
immediately enlisted in the fight 
against the policy of "massive 
resistance" which was Virginia's 
response to the Brown v. Board of 
Education case. He has been involved 
in some of the most important civil 
rights cases in Virginia and the 
United States for forty years. He 
served as lead counsel at the trial and 
appeals level and he argued Patterson 
v. American Tobacco Company 
before the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Mr. Marsh was 
counsel in Gravely v. Robb that 
resulted in single-member districts 
for the General Assembly of Virginia.  
He is considered one of the leading 
trial and appellate attorneys in 
Virginia.  He has received numerous 
honorary degrees and awards.  He. 
recently merged with another firm to 
form the law firm Hill, Tucker, 
Marsh and Jackson of which he is the 
 

 
Senior Partner Henry Marsh served on 
the Richmond City Council from 1966 
to 1991. The respect he earned from his 
colleagues and the public was 
demonstrated by his election as Vice-
Mayor in 1970, and in 1977 by his 
election as Richmond's first African- 
American mayor. 
 
In 1991, Henry Marsh was elected as 
Senator of the 16th Senate District. He 
won the Democratic nomination for the 
newly created senate district, by a wide 
margin over four strong competitors. He 
was re-elected to serve a second term in 
the Virginia State Senate in 1995 and a 
third term in 1999. 
 
Henry Marsh has served his city, state 
and nation as a leader in government 
and civic affairs. In 1981, while serving 
as Mayor of Richmond, he was the host 
Mayor of the National Conference on 
the Black Agenda for the 80's in 
Richmond, Virginia. This historic event, 
attended by 1,500 leaders, marked the 
only gathering in the nation's history of 
a broad cross- section of African 
American local, state and federal 
officials. 
 
He is a co-founder of Richmond 
Renaissance', a biracial public-private 
partnership whose goals are to preserve, 
promote and develop the City of 
Richmond. He is also co-founder of the 
Metropolitan Economic Development 
Council, that has helped to bring scores 
of new businesses and thousands of jobs 
to Central Virginia.  He was founder of 
Blacks Mobilized Against Crime, which 
has helped to raise community 
awareness of crime prevention. He has 
served as President of the National 
Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials 
and as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National League of  

 
Cities.  He recently formed the Support 
Committee for Excellence in Public 
Schools whose mission is to improve 
the public school system by involving 
the entire community in the educational 
process. 
 
Marsh's recent accomplishments include 
the establishment of the New 
Millennium Leadership Institute and as 
founder of the Unity Day Celebration 
Committee, hosts Richmond's Annual 
Juneteenth Celebration. Marsh also was 
elected to serve as Chairman of The 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial 
Commission. 
 
Senator Henry Marsh's numerous 
awards for public service and leadership 
reflect appreciation from a diversity of 
supporters. In 1998, he was the recipient 
of the Virginia Power "Strong Men and 
Women, Excellence in Leadership 
Award". Among his other awards are 
"Laureate of Virginia" (1979), 
Metropolitan Business League "Award 
of Distinction" (1993), National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
"Humanitarian Award" (1994), First 
Presbyterian Church "Equality and 
Justice Award" (1995), Partners for 
Livable Communities "Bridge Builders 
Award" (1997), Richmond Crusade for 
Voters "Outstanding Achievement 
Award", Friends of Farrakhan 
"Leadership in Government Award" 
(1999), and Allstate Insurance Company 
"From Whence We Came Award" 
(2000). Marsh received honorary 
degrees from Virginia Union University, 
his alma mater and from St. Paul's 
College in Lawrenceville, Virginia. 
 
He is married to Dr. Diane Harris 
Marsh, and has three children, four 
grandsons and two granddaughters. 
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The Board of Directors raised the scholarship amount from $500 to $1,000 at the 2002 fall 
meeting.  The 2003 recipient will receive a check at the MMHMF Annual Program on 
Saturday, September 27, 2003, Union Grove Baptist Church, Chesterfield, 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

MMHMF SCHOLARSHIP - The 2004 application will be available the end of January 2004.  
Copies will be available on our website (mmhmf.org) for downloading only, or write to the 
Foundation using the address on page 15. 
 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS – The Foundation has compiled a list of approximately 100 
nationwide scholarships.  Contact the Foundation to receive a free copy.  A list of local 
scholarships is being prepared and will be available October 18, 2003 (date of the MMHMF 
Financial Aid Seminar).  Contact us for a copy of the list after the 18th , or pick up a copy at the 
Seminar. 
 

We encourage students and parents to attend the MMHMF Financial Aid Seminar in October.  
MMHMF will help or find help for those who have question or need assistance with the application 
process.  
 

We urge high school and college students to obtain copies of these lists.  There is money 
available for college and we hope students will take the time apply for it. 

 
 

A Note From JaVonda Tucker, 2002 Scholarship Recipient 
 
 

Miss JaVonda Tucker accepts 2002 
scholarship.  (Left to right) Jan Hatchette, 
JaVonda and Adrienne Stith  

 
I would like to thank the Martha Mason 
Hill Memorial Foundation for  awarding 
me the 2002 Martha Mason Hill Memorial 

Scholarship.  I had a very successful 
freshman year at Virginia State 
University and maintained a 3.5 GPA.  
Over the summer, I worked two part- 
time jobs, at the library and in retail, 
while remaining a full-time student. 
While my freshman year went by 
extremely fast, it was a great experience. 

 

I am majoring in Criminal Justice and 
had the opportunity to take an 
introductory course in criminal justice 
along with courses in world history, 
math, environment science, sociology, 
and personal health.  I am looking 
forward to my sophomore year when I  

will have the opportunity to enroll in 
courses directly related to my field of 
study including Courts and Systems 
and Juvenile Justice.  After I graduate 
from Virginia State University, I plan 
to attend Georgetown Law School. 
My dream for the future remains the 
same, and that is to become a 
successful criminal lawyer and start 
my own law firm. Thanks again for 
your support in helping me to fulfill 
my dreams and your interest in my 
education. God has truly blessed me 
and I will continue striving to p reach 
my goals. 

 
 
 

 
2002 – Miss JaVonda Tucker, Virginia State University 
2001 – Mr. Travis L. Surley, Virginia Commonwealth University 
2000 – Miss Chara Moore, University of Virginia 
1999 – Mr. Dwight Brown, Jr., James Madison University 

 

Summer 2003  − 11− 
 

 

 
 

The roster of members of the Board of Directors and Committees appears on page 15.  The list continues to grow.  
Since our last newsletter, a several volunteers have joined the Foundation and many already involved have taken on 
greater responsibilities.  These individuals are listed below.  Without volunteers MMHMF could not function.  Thanks 
to all. 
 

⎯ NEW BOARD MEMBERS ⎯– 
 

The following individuals were elected for a 3-year term on the MMHMF Board of Directors at the 
2003 spring meeting: 
 
Mrs. Brenda Friend-Briggs, Esq., Richmond, Virginia - Owner of the law firm, Legal Resources for the 
Community, Richmond, VA.  Adjunct Professor of law at John Tyler Community College.  Held numerous staff and 
faculty positions in Chesterfield, Petersburg and Washington D.C Public School Systems.  Extensive involvement in 
community, civic, and religious (First Baptist Church, Centralia, VA) activities, including special projects involving 
genealogy and legal rights and procedures. 
 
Mrs. Frances Hayes Brown, Petersburg, VA, - Director of Court Services, Commonwealth of Virginia, Department 
of Juvenile Justice, 11th Judicial District Court Service Unit.  Certified by the National Juvenile Court Services 
Association and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges as a Professional Administrator in Juvenile 
Justice.  Member/officer Shiloh Baptist Church, Petersburg, VA. 
 
Mrs. Jacquelyn Lenhardt, Alexandria, VA, (native of Brooklyn, New York and wife of the first African American 
Sergeant at Arms of the United States Senate and  retired Major General, U. S. Army) - Social worker; former Cadet 
Hostess at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, NY; and Protocol Officer for the U.S. Army in Stuttgart, Germany.  
Long-time volunteer -  involved on all levels in numerous  projects and programs in both the military and civilian 
communities, including implementing a variety of family programs, conducting fundraisers, and working with Girl 
Scouts, Red Cross, senior citizen and battered women’s programs.   
 

Dr. Renia E. B. Cobb, Chesterfield, VA - Assistant Professor of Psychology at Virginia State University.  
Former School Psychologist, Powhatan County Public Schools and 504 Coordinator and Cultural 
Awareness Coordinator in Powhatan County, VA.  Involved with civic groups, a number of religious 
programs as a member of Brown Grove Baptist Church, Midlothian, VA, and professional societies. 
 

New Volunteers continue on page 12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

− 10 − MMHMF 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
This Committee, chaired by Annie Henderson, got off to a great start this year.  Read the Committee 
reports below.  The Hospitality Committee, headed by Hilda Hatchette and assisted by Sarah 
Cheatham, Garrett Mason, Lawrence Mason, Jr. and Alberta Stith, were responsible for providing 
and serving the food for foundation events. 

 

FINANCIAL AID SEMINAR HELD 
 

 

The Martha Mason Hill Memorial Foundation Outreach 
Committee sponsored a free financial aid seminar on 
Sunday, April 27, 2003, from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the  

 

Cavalier Athletic Club in Ettrick, Virginia.  The purpose of 
the seminar was to:  (a) provide students and their parents 
with available sources of funds to help pay for college tuition  
 

 

and fees; and (b) provide answers to questions concerning 
various sources and options for obtaining college funds. 
 

The seminar was conducted by Mr. Paige Johnson of 
Chesterfield, Virginia, a noted retired financial aid officer.  
A detailed packet, listing sources of financial aid and a 
resource manual were given to each family member.  The 
packet contained 36 pages of valuable material including a 
listing of over 70 scholarships with the amount, specific 
criteria and points of contact.   More than 50 students, 
parents and other interested persons attended.  Mrs. Zelda 
Tucker-Dugger, Director of The Talent Search Program at 
Virginia State University, was present and explained how 
students and parents can get aid from her program.  She 
offered her services to any parent or student needing 
assistance. 

 
 

 
Local Students Attend Study Skills Conference at 

Virginia State UniversityVSU 
 

The MMHMF Outreach Committee was invited to recruit 
students in middle and high school to participate in the recent 
Study Skills Conference held at VSU August 19, 2003, from 
8:30 - 3:30.  The full day conference was sponsored by 
Educational Talent Search, VSU, Mrs. Zelda T. Dugger, 
Director.  Members and friends of the Martha Mason Hill 
Memorial Foundation were instrumental in contacting students 
in Chesterfield and surrounding areas to participate in the 
conference. Over sixty students from grade sixth through 
twelve attended.  Several adult leaders from the area also 
attended. 
 

The conference was conducted by Dr. Barbara Harris and 
staff, Academic Tutorial Outreach Services, Hampton, 
Virginia.  The purpose of the conference was to motivate 

 

students to improve their study skills so they can become 
successful in obtaining their academic goals.  The theme of 
the conference was Focusing on the Elements of 
Comprehension. 
 
The conference agenda consisted of registration, breakfast, 
introduction to the conference theme and a video, entitled 
Winning The Study Game in High School.  After a hearty 
lunch the students attended four different mini-sessions: 
Setting Goals, Time Management, Note Taking and 
Outlining, and Applying Academic Learning Strategies.  
Each session was conducted by one of Dr. Harris’s staff 
members.  In the afternoon the students came together for 
two key sessions: Test-taking Strategies and Reading Rate 
Strategies. 
 

 

                                                                                                                           Study Skills Conference Continue on page 9 
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     Annual Program cont’d from front cover 
 

MMHMF SCHOLARSHIP AND SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM 
 

***GUEST SPEAKER*** 
 

The Honorable Henry L. Marsh III, 
Virginia State Senator and Former Mayor of Richmond 

 
 
 

****MUSIC PROVIDED BY**** 
 

Dr. Samuel Person, Saxophonist 
& 

The Community Choir, Chesterfield, VA 
 
 

Saturday, September 27, 2003 
 

4:00 PM 
 

Union Grove Baptist Church, 19111 Church Road Chesterfield County, VA 
 
 

For more information, contact: Ms. Trudy Stephenson, Program Co-Chair at 804-590-1493. 
 

*************************************** 
 
Community Independent Methodist Drama Group Performed At 

The 2002 MMHMF Program Hosted By Union Branch Church 
 

 
MMHMF thanks Rev. Chapman, the Usher Board, Hospitality Committee and congregation of 
Union Branch Baptist Church; and Rev. Pearson, the Drama Ministry and congregation of 
Community Independent Methodist Church for their presence and participation in the 2002 
MMHMF Annual Program.  The event was a tremendous success. 

 

The Drama Ministry, under the direction of Mrs. Jean Johnson, presented a wonderful play 
entitled, “What a Beautiful Woman.”  It was a very entertaining blend of humor, real life scenarios 
and the Word.   
 

The warm hospitality extended by Union Branch was second to none, from the support of the 
secretarial staff and the service provided by the ushers before and during the program to the hospitality 
group’s help setting up, serving the meal, and cleaning up.  MMHMF thanks everyone for their support. 
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***HOSPITALITY*** 
Sarah Cheatham and Gwendolyn Davis sponsored one project this year which was sending care packages to 48 
college students who are members of churches in the southern part of Chesterfield.  Items included gift 
certificates from McDonalds, phone cards, school supplies and snacks.  Personal notes were also included.  
Students and parents were very appreciative. 
 

The Committee is planning to do this again and would appreciate suggestions and donations for the care 
packages.  Contact the Foundation (contact information is on page 15), or Brenda Briggs, Sarah Cheatham or 
Gwen Davis directly if you would like to help in any way. 
 

***FUNDRAISING*** 
MMHMF COOKBOOK 
Our cookbook is in the final stage of preparation and will be sent to the publishers in September.  It has many 
great recipes that are suitable for everyone and for all occasions.  Thanks to everyone who contributed their 
favorite recipes and/or asked family and friends to contribute. 
 
 
 

SUPPORT FROM LOCAL RETAILERS 
The Fundraising Committee is collecting certificates distributed by Ukrop’s Golden Certificates Program.  
Each year Ukrop’s donates a percentage of what customers spend, who use their Customer Card (free at Ukrop’s) 
from February through March, to charities of customers.  Customers may choose more than one organization to 
receive a contribution from Ukrop’s.  Just inform Ukrop’s Customer Service that you wish to do so.  When your 
certificate arrives (usually in May), present it to any member of the Foundation. 
 

MMHMF is now registered with Food Lion Shop & Share Program for nonprofit organizations.  Food Lion 
will donate to MMHMF a percentage of what shoppers spend who are registered as MMHMF supporters and who 
use their MVP (Food Lion) Customer Card.  Shoppers must be registered with Food Lion through MMHMF.  
MMHMF must re-register all supporters in late summer each year.  If your MVP card number changes, please 
contact the Foundation.  We must submit your new information to Food Lion.  Contact the Foundation to 
register today! 
 
Submitted by the Fundraising Committee: 

Garrett Mason, Co-Chairperson  Aja George 
Arlene Moore, Co-Chairperson  Marilyn George 

 
 
WAYS TO HELP 

 

In addition to tax-deductible financial contributions to MMHMF, supports can help in the following ways: 
 

Ø Provide office equipment (computers, etc.) and supplies for the Virginia office.  
 

Ø Volunteer to serve on committees or work with individual projects. 
 

Ø Publications - help with the newsletter (writing and editing); managing the website (edit 
site, check site regularly for messages, make design changes, add/remove pages, etc.) 

 

Ø Serve as advisors (financial and marketing) or newsletter and website editors. 
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Study Skills Conference cont’d from page 6 
 

two key sessions: Test-taking Strategies and Reading Rate 
Strategies. 
 

At the conclusion of the conference, door prizes were 
distributed to the students holding the lucky tickets given at 
registration.  Each student received a Study Skills Resource 
Book and a certificate of completion of  

the conference presented by Dr. Harris.  Mrs. Annie D. 
Henderson, Chairperson of the MMHMF Outreach Committee, 
attended the conference.  She photographed the segments of the 
conference.  Special support was offered to the students 
recruited by the Foundation. 

 
Reports Submitted by Outreach Committee: 
 

Mrs. Annie D. Henderson, Chairperson 
Rev. Harold Braxton 
Ms. Mildred Tucker 
 
 

MMHMF HELPS WITH 
REALITY STORE PROJECT AT MATOACA HIGH SCHOOL 

 

PURPOSE: - motivate students to strive for academic success in high school.  Melloney Johnson received a grant 
to conduct the project.  Alberta Stith, MMHMF President, served on the planning committee and helped with the 
project for 9th graders.  The activity was held May 28 – 29, 2003 at the high school.  It is designed to help 
students prepare for their future by thinking about what their lives will be like as adults under certain 
circumstances.  Students were assigned life situations such as married or single; with/without children (numbers 
stipulated); college/no college/dropout; and specific careers (housewife, blue collar/white collar jobs, etc., with 
accompanying salaries).  Students then visited booths that represented various expenditures such as taxes, 
housing, food, clothing, transportation, childcare, etc. (there was also a booth representing emergency/unexpected 
expenditures).  Those without careers and an education had difficulty.  It was a fun and meaningful experience for 
students. 
 
 
 

 
 

MMHMF FINANCIAL AID SEMINAR 
 

The Seminar will be held on Saturday, October 18, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Zelda  
Dugger, Director of Talent Search, Virginia State University, will conduct it.  For additional  
information and to sign up, contact the Foundation at (804) 590-1493 or (301) 390-5914, or  
write to ajhstith@aol.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


